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ebrary’s 2011 Global Student E-book Survey Now Freely 
Available  

Dr. Allen McKiel of Western Oregon University compares the findings with a similar 
survey conducted in 2008  

January 20, 2012 – Palo Alto, CA, USA – ebrary®, a ProQuest business and leading provider of e-

books and research technology, today announced that the results of its 2011 Global Student E-book 

Survey, which was created and distributed by librarians, is now publicly available along with a paper by 

Dr. Allen McKiel, Dean of Library Services at Western Oregon University.   Anyone may access the 

new report online or offline on the ebrary platform along with previous e-book surveys sponsored by 

ebrary at http://site.ebrary.com/lib/surveys.  

 

McKiel’s paper compares the results of the 2011 survey, which garnered over 6,300 student 

participants worldwide, with a similar survey that ebrary sponsored in 2008.   

 

In the 2011 paper, McKiel writes: “Books, whether electronic or print, again provide assurance of 

validity to the highest percentage of students in this survey as in the 2008 survey. Five of the six top 

slots were given to books in both surveys. Print was also viewed as trustworthy by higher percentages 

of students than electronic resources with four of the top six resources in both years. The perceived 

viability of print is not surprising given the constant refrains of caution about, and personal experience 

with, the reliability of information on the Internet versus print. Students know that electronic information 

is transient and easy to produce compared to the product and processes of print publication. The 

barriers to print publication afford an intuitive impression of higher integrity.” 

 

ebrary’s  2011 Global Student E-book Survey also included a separate social media section that was 

not available in the 2008 survey, which will be analyzed and freely available shortly.  Librarians are 

encouraged to explore the data from ebrary surveys and share their thoughts and opinions with others.  

For additional information, please email feedback@ebrary.com.   



 

Additional ebrary News 

 

In separate press releases issued today, ebrary announced a new dedicated mobile app, Facebook 

sign-in and integration with Baker & Taylor’s Title Source™ 3.  For more information, please visit 

www.ebrary.com. 

 

About ebrary (www.ebrary.com) 

 

ebrary is a leading provider of e-books and research technology to libraries worldwide.  Founded in 

1999, the company offers more than 273,000 e-books from over 500 trusted publishers under flexible 

models including subscription, perpetual archive (purchase), patron driven acquisition, and short-term 

loans.  As YBP Library Service's preferred e-book partner, ebrary's titles are available in GOBI™, as 

well as YBP's Approval and Demand Driven Acquisition (DDA) service.  ebrary is the only e-book 

provider that enables customers to upload and integrate their own digital materials right from their 

computers with DASH!™ (Data Sharing, Fast) technology as well as apply cross-referencing with 

multiple online resources with InfoTools™ technology.  The company also offers a dedicated mobile 

app for the iPad®, iPhone® and iPod touch®.  A ProQuest® business, ebrary is headquartered in Palo 

Alto, CA, USA. 

 

Apple, iPad, iPhone, and iPod touch are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. App Store is a service mark of 
Apple Inc. 
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